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Chapter 8 - Placement Options & Related 
Services 
 
 

Justification for Placement 

The IEP team must provide a written justification regarding their decision to place a student in 
any setting outside the regular classroom. Removal from the general education al classroom shall 
occur only when the nature or severity of the child's needs is such that education in regular 
classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.  

The IEP team must provide a written description of the options considered and the reasons why 
those options were rejected for EACH placement alternative considered for the student. The IEP 
team must then provide a written description of the option accepted and reasons why the option 
was accepted. In addition, the team must discuss the potential harmful effects of the accepted 
special education placement. Written descriptions are NOT required for options in the 
continuum which are more restrictive than the one accepted by the IEP team.  

Acceptable justifications might include the following (a combination of the 
following)  

 completely supports the information in all parts of the IEP  
 includes references to the use of supplementary aids and services and explains why each 

was rejected  
 considers the student's educational history and individual evaluation information  
 clearly outlines group discussion and serious consideration  
 goes beyond description of a preferred option such as "student needs better ratio than this 

option can provide" and tells why this is essential to student's unique learning needs and 
describes those needs  

Unacceptable Justifications:  

 reflects nonacademic reason  
 reflects non-individualized reason  
 reflects administrative convenience  
 reflects decision based on disability category  
 is identical to all other students in that placement  
 is based on availability of related services  
 is based on availability of services  
 is based on availability of space  
 is based on availability of particular curriculum content or method of curriculum delivery  
 has no written documentation  
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 is based on configuration of services  
 does not reflect alternative aides or services tried and/or examined  
 is based on absence of an appropriate continuum of currently available placements  
 is based on considerations, conditions, or documentation analyzed prior to or independent 

of the student's IEP  

 
 

EXAMPLES OF A JUSTIFICATION STATEMENT: 

Example #1: 

LRE and General Education: 
_____ The regular class: Sally demonstrates a severe reading deficit when compared to her peers 
which necessities specialized individualized instruction that is not available in the regular class. 
_____ Extracurricular and nonacademic activities: Has access to all extracurricular and 
nonacademic activities. 
_____ His/her LEA Home School: The programs and services that meet her needs are not 
offered in her home school. 

Example #2: 

LRE and General Education: 
_____ The regular class: Severe reading deficits necessitate small group individualized 
instruction 
_____ Extracurricular and nonacademic activities: She fully participates with her peers. 
_____ His/her LEA Home School: She is attending her home school. OR “N/A”. 

 

Special Education Program/ Services 

The IEP must specify the special education program and/or services needed by the student. 
Special education programs and services include: 

 special classes  
 resource rooms  
 direct and/or indirect consultant teacher services  
 travel training  
 home instruction, and  
 special teachers, including itinerant teachers.  

There are additional special education programs/services (e.g., transitional support services, 
assistive technology services, and transition services) that will be documented in other sections 
of the IEP. 
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In recommending special education services for a preschool student, the CPSE must first 
consider the appropriateness of providing (1) related services only or (2) special education 
itinerant services only, or (3) related services in combination with special education itinerant 
services or (4) a half-day preschool program or (5) a full day program. 

Special education itinerant teacher (SEIT) 

For preschool students, SEIT services are provided for the purpose of providing specialized 
individual or group instruction and/or indirect services. Indirect SEIT services means 
consultation provided by a certified special education teacher to assist the student’s teacher in 
adjusting the learning environment and/or modifying the teacher’s instructional methods to meet 
the student’s individual needs. SEIT services may be provided to a preschool student with a 
disability who attends an early childhood program (or with documented medical or special needs, 
SEIT may be provided in the student’s home). Recommendations for SEIT services should 
specify if the service will be provided on an individual or group basis. 

Consultant teacher services  

Consultant teacher services are defined as direct and/or indirect services provided to a school-age 
student with a disability who attends general education classes, including career and technical 
education classes, and/or to such student’s general education teachers. 

 Direct consultant teacher services means specially designed individualized or group 
instruction provided by a certified special education teacher to a student with a disability 
to aid the student to benefit from the student’s general education classes.  

 Indirect consultant teacher services means consultation provided by a certified special 
education teacher to general education teachers to assist them in adjusting the learning 
environment and/or modifying their instructional methods to meet the individual needs of 
a student with a disability who attends their classes.  

If the student’s IEP indicates consultant teacher services, the IEP must specify the general 
education class(es) (including career or technical education classes, as appropriate) where the 
student will receive the services. 

A student could receive both direct and indirect consultant teacher services. It is recommended 
that the IEP specify the type of consultant teacher services the student will receive (i.e., direct or 
indirect) so that it is clear to parents and educators the extent to which such services will be 
provided. If indirect consultant teacher services are to be provided, the IEP must indicate the 
general education class being taught by the teacher receiving the consultation (e.g., Consultant 
Teacher – indirect for English). 

The effective implementation of this service requires general and special education teachers to 
work cooperatively to address the needs of students with disabilities. Following the development 
of an IEP in which consultant teacher services are recommended, the general education teachers 
of the student for whom the service will be provided must be given the opportunity to participate 
in the instructional planning process with the consultant teacher to discuss the objectives and to 
determine the methods and schedules for such services. 
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Resource room program  

A resource room program is a special education program for a student with a disability who 
needs specialized supplementary instruction (i.e., in addition to the student’s general education 
instruction) in an individual or small group setting for a portion of the school day. As examples, 
a resource room program might be recommended for students who need specialized 
supplementary instruction in organization skills, reading, the use of an assistive technology 
device, the use of Braille or the use of a compensatory strategy. 

Special class  

Special class means an instructional group consisting of students with disabilities who have been 
grouped together because of similar individual needs for the purpose of being provided specially 
designed instruction. A special class may be provided as a separate class or as a class within a 
general education class. 

If the student’s IEP indicates special class, the IEP must describe the special class size. Special 
class size is defined as the maximum number of students who can receive instruction together in 
a special class and the number of teachers and paraprofessionals assigned to the special class 
(e.g., six students to one teacher and one paraprofessional). For preschool students, the IEP must 
also indicate if the special class is a half-day or a full-day program. 

Travel training  

Travel training is a special education service that means providing instruction, as appropriate, to 
students with significant cognitive disabilities and any other students with disabilities who 
require this instruction to enable them to develop an awareness of the environment in which they 
live and learn the skills to move effectively and safely from place to place within that 
environment (e.g., in school, in the home, at work, and in the community). 

Adapted physical education  

Adapted physical education means a specially designed program of developmental activities, 
games, sports and rhythms suited to the interests, capacities and limitations of students with 
disabilities who may not safely or successfully engage in unrestricted participation in the 
activities of the general physical education program. 
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Related Services 

The Law 

(26) RELATED SERVICES- 

(A) IN GENERAL- The term "related services" means transportation, and such developmental, 
corrective, and other supportive services (including speech-language pathology and audiology 
services, interpreting services, psychological services, physical and occupational therapy, 
recreation, including therapeutic recreation, social work services, school nurse services designed 
to enable a child with a disability to receive a free appropriate public education as described in 
the individualized education program of the child, counseling services, including rehabilitation 
counseling, orientation and mobility services, and medical services, except that such medical 
services shall be for diagnostic and evaluation purposes only) as may be required to assist a child 
with a disability to benefit from special education, and includes the early identification and 
assessment of disabling conditions in children.  

(B) EXCEPTION- The term does not include a medical device that is surgically implanted, or 
the replacement of such device. 

 
Related services means developmental, corrective and other supportive services as required to 
assist a student with a disability. The IEP must indicate the specific related services, if any, 
needed by the student based on the individual student’s need for the service. The IEP should 
specify if the services will be provided in individual or small group sessions. Related services 
include, but are not limited to, such services as: 

 speech/language pathology  
 audiology services  
 psychological services  
 counseling services  
 physical therapy  
 orientation and mobility services  
 parent counseling and training  
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 school health services  
 school social work  
 Assistive technology services  
 rehabilitation counseling  
 occupational therapy  

The list of related services is not meant to be complete but rather a list of most related services. 
With that in mind, IEP teams may identify additional related services necessary to help a child 
benefit from special education. The school district must provide these services.  

The list of related services is not exhaustive and may include other developmental, corrective, or 
supportive services if they are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from special 
education. This could, depending upon the unique needs of a child, include such services as 
nutritional services or service coordination. These determinations must be made on an 
individual basis by each child’s IEP team.  

 

Determine Special Transportation Needs  

The IEP must specify any special transportation, including any specialized transportation 
equipment (such as special or adapted buses, lifts and ramps), and needed by the student based 
on his or her unique needs related to the student’s disability to: 

 travel to and from school (including such school-related programs as work programs and 
settings other than the school where the student receives education or special education 
services); and, as appropriate,  

 to travel in and around the school. 

In developing its recommendation for a preschool student with a disability, the CPSE must 
identify transportation options for the student and encourage parents to transport their child at 
public expense where cost-effective. The IEP must indicate how the preschool student will be 
transported to his or her special education program (e.g., parent transportation or transportation 
arranged by the county).  

Determine Frequency, Duration and Location of Related Services 

The total amount of service required by the child per week.  

The amount of service to be provided must be stated in the IEP so that the level of the agency's 
commitment of resources will be clear to parents and other IEP Team members. The amount of 
services may be stated as a range (e.g. 45- 60 minutes) only if the IEP Team determines that a 
range is necessary to meet the unique needs of the child (e.g., services needed only when a 
seizure occurs).A range may not be used because of personnel shortages or uncertainty with 
respect to the availability of staff.  
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As long as there is no change in the overall amount per week, some adjustments in scheduling 
the services should be possible (based on the professional judgment of the service provider) 
without holding another IEP meeting.  

 

The frequency of on-site program review by each itinerant service provider.  

For example, if a child receives daily speech services from a paraprofessional or from a teacher 
who does not hold an endorsement in speech/language pathology, monthly on-site supervision of 
the child's speech services by a certified speech language pathologist, is required. Both the 
amount of daily service and the amount of program supervision by the certified speech 
pathologist must be listed on the IEP. Examples of complying with the above requirements are 
listed below: 

 Reading services, 60 minutes per day, five days per week.  
 Physical therapy services, 60 minutes per week.  
 Itinerant speech therapy supervision provided by a speech language pathologist, 120 

minutes per month.  
 Speech - Language Therapy - Assistive Technology (electronic communication device)- 

30 minutes per week. 

 

The amount and frequency of program supervision by certified special 
education staff.  

When a staff person who is not certified in special education provides special education or 
related services (i.e., a paraprofessional or general education teacher), the IEP must clearly 
document the amount and frequency of program supervision by the certified special education 
staff. The special education teacher or related service provider is responsible for designing the 
program and services provided.  

 

The amount and frequency of counseling services.  

Counseling services provided by qualified social workers, psychologists, guidance counselors, or 
other qualified personnel must be clearly documented in the IEP. If the counseling services are 
determined necessary by the IEP team, but are provided by an agency other than the District, 
those services must also be listed on the IEP.  

Note: Individually prescribed devices such as glasses or hearing aids are generally considered to 
be personal items and are not a service to be provided by the District, and thus would not be 
listed as a service need on the IEP.  
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Projected starting date and anticipated frequency, duration, and location of 
services.  

The projected starting date and anticipated frequency, duration, and location of services (and 
modifications) must be indicated for each special education and related service. The date must 
include the month, day, and year, and extend no more than a year from the date of the meeting. 
The location refers to the type of environment that is the appropriate place for the provision of 
the service (e.g., the regular classroom, resource room). The total time that a child with a 
disability spends receiving general education , special education, and related services should 
equal the total amount of time the child spends in school.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


